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SPOT THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES 






Man 1 : Once, | shot a tiger in this forest 
inthis very place, where we stand 

Man 2 + Oh! That is interesting! Are you 
hunter? 

Man 1 : No, 1 am a photographer! 
M.S, Ummu Ammara, Std, 
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Dear children, 

‘Dusserra and Diwali are round the 
corner, waiting to be celebrated. Enjoy 
your hols, as well as the tasty sweets 
prepared by your mother. Of course 
these festivals mean a lot of work for 
your mom but when shared, work 
becomes enjoyable for the whole 
family. 

All these festivals are symbolic of 
the triumph of good over evil. If we 
make up our minds to resist evil, 
God will be with us. He will also 
guide us in all our honest endeavours. 


Last issue of Gokulam did not carry 
‘Mr. Upendran's article, but surely that 
would not have stood in the way of your \y 
‘using your noodle’! His e-mail was not 
received. perhaps due to the telecom 
‘agitation. Itis really sad that even essential 
services are affected in our country now and 
then, but that is another story 

Chapter six of “use your noodle" appears in this issue. It is being 
written with loving care by uncle Upendran for your benefit, But uncle Upendran 
wants to know if you really find it useful and if there are any questions you 
would like t0 ask. 

‘Any doubts you may have regarding spoken or written English and proper 
use ofthe language can be raised and he will be happy to clarify. He would like 
to develope this feature as a sort of conversation between the readers and the 
writer. He doesn't want it to become class roomish! (Uncle Upendran, is this 
expression ‘class roomish’ correct? - you see children. Lam already, setting an 
example for you to follow!) 

Please write to him at the following address : C/o Editor, Gokulam, 47, 
Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097. If you want 10 
‘communicate with him directly, you may do so. His residential address is as 
follows : Mr. S.Upendran, A-15, Vikrampuri, Secundrabad - 500 009. E-mail : 
‘ushaupen@hd2.vsnl.net.in 
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Of all ereated things the loveliest, A 
And most divine are children. K. Rajendran 
Editor 
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ama regular reader of Gokulam. 
It is the best magazine for children. 
My mother also likes it. 
| maintain a separate notebook 
inwhich | note down interesting facts, 
newsbits, jokes and poems that | find 
interesting. Thank you for bringing 
out such a wonderful magazine, 
B. Geetha, Std IX, 
‘Sudarshan Vidhya Mandir, 
Bangalore. 


Two years ago, a friend gifted me 
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‘a few books on my birthday. Two is- 

sues of Gokulam were among them. 

Since then | have been reading every 

issue. | have also made a few pen- 
friends. 

‘Shamsher Chaudhari, 

Std IX, 

Sainik School, 

Korukonda. 


‘THANK YOU, TEACHER! 

1am a student of my favourite 

teacher Gokulam. My teacher 

teaches me many things. ‘Experi- 
ence’ is my favourite. 

S. Aparna, 

Std VII, C.V.R.D.E., 

Chennai. 


Thanks for publishing my piece in 
the September issue. My friends 


GOKULAM 


were pleased for me. 
S. Deepak, 
Std X, 
Sri Mahalingeshwara Eng. 
‘Med. School, 
Surathkal. 


Thanks for publishing my article 
inthe August 2000 issue. Also, thank 
you forthe remuneration and the par- 
ticipation certificate. ‘Use your noo- 
die’ helped me to improve my lan- 
guage. 





Vipin Shenoy, 
Std IX.B, 

Naval Public School, 
Vishakapatnam. 


1.WISH. 


| wish to contribute to the experi- 
ence and the story section. Can | 
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send my articles in a 25 paise card? 

‘S. Aromal, 

Bangalore. 

You may Aromal. Please be sure 

to include your name, age or class, 

name of school and your full house 
address. 

- Editor. 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


happened to watch a programme 
on T.V sometime ago. Children in 
Dublin are taught to read and write 
Sanskrit, even before they leam their 
mother-tongue. It is believed that it 
is easy to learn any other language 
after learning Sanskrit. 

The children are even taught to 
solve maths problems. They use 
mathematical operations of vedic 
times as these operations are easier 
than the systems we use. They are 
also taught lessons in Ramayana and 
Mahabharata. 

{In India, Sanskrit is not taught as 
abasic language. We don't study the 




















vedic system of mathematics. Nor do 
we have stories from Ramayana and 
Mahabharata as non-detail text! 

What a shame that we have to 

wait every time for others to recog- 
nise the greatness of our culture! 

S.N. Kirtana, 

Std Vill B, 

‘St. Joseph's HS, 

Bhubaneshwar 


KIDNAPPED 'HERO' 


The kidnapping of a film star of 
Karnataka threw everything in the 
state into disarray. Schools and col- 
leges were closed for days. Angry 
mobs destroyed shopping complexes. 
in Bangalore. 

Despite all this for over a month, 
nothing has happened. At least the 
students could have been spared the 
worry of having to complete portions 
in a hurry because of these holidays! 

‘Agartha Dinakaran, 
Std VII D, Army school, 
Bangalore. 





Ie is raining, 

My boats are sailing, 

Some are sinking, 

Farmers are smiling, 
Streams are full and flowing, 
‘Oh! | am only dreaming! 


Tanya, 

StdVil, 

B.V. Reddy SSS, 
Chittoor. 
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AMAZING FACTS (OO 


“ 
Mhaay had a iittie lamb" - 
‘These were the first words ever re- 
corded on a.gramaphone 
© A bee must visit over 4000 flow- 
ers to make a tablespoon of honey. 


the West 


© Garlield Sobers, 








‘@ The Wood Butfalo National Park 
in Alberta, Canadaiis the largest 200- 
logical park in the world. It covers 
an area of 45,480 square kilometres 
and was established in 1922, 


‘@ The mangoose, a small animal 


WORLD'S COLDEST HOME! 


Indies cricketer, hit six sixes in an 
over in first class cricket (Notting- 
hamshire Vs.Glamorgan in 1968). 
‘The bowler was M. Nash. 


© Tortoises, which live for more 
than 116 years, have the longest life 
span among vertebrates (animals 
having backbones). 


© Edward White was the first 
‘American astronaut to floatin space. 





that kills snakes can swallow the 
head and poison gland of a Cobra 
without ill effects. 


© California state produces half 
of USA's fruits and vegetables. 


© The coldest inhabited place is 
Oymyakon, Siberia, Russia. It has a 
temperature of - 68°C (-90°F) 


© Bosing 747 aircraft is known as 
‘Jumbo Jet 





M.Mansoor Ahmed, 
age 16 

Islamiah Boys Higher 
‘Secondary School, 
Vaniyambadi 
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science wants to become a he may opt for veterinary 
doctor. If the student can- science. Still, the job of treating 
not find placement in the animals in a hospital is 





E very student who opts for —_V.B.,B.S. then sometimes 







© Animals used in laboratory 
experiments need to be cared 
for just as endangered species 
housed in national parks 
and £008. @ 





Tiger deaths 

‘The alarm bell has begun to ring, Yet no one is bothe 
tion in the country 
must be conserved 
Conserving wild ani: 
Is requires 
skill and knowledge 
‘The death of tigers 
points to the negli- 
Bence on our part to~ 
wards conservation of 
wildlife 











PK. Anand, 
Ii pre - degree 

Union Christian 

College, Ernakulam. 




















SPECIAL VIEWPOINT 
worsen the condition of the 
sick animal. 
In many cases the patient 
may be aware of the diseases 
he is suffering 


from. The doc- 
care - tough =: 


then half-done. 





often not considered a lucrative 
profession. It may not be as 
glamorous as the M.B.B.S. 

Yet it requires much patience 





For a veteri- 
Servianc Pp ) nary doctor, it 
=" or easy? 2 

a show. 
mals 
cannot communicate their any times a veterinary 
doctor doesn't get much 


help even from the 
‘owner of the animal. Moreover, 
the veterinarian’s patients 
may vary from a mouse today, 
to an elephant tomorrow. Doc- 
tors treating human beings are 
familar with the human 
anatomy. In the case of ani- 
mals, doctors have to 
study a variety of 
animals 

This is especially tough as 
the anatomy of each animal 
may be as varied as the ani- 
mals that come to him for 
treatment. Despite all this, the 
veterinary doctor is hardly 
ever noticed or acknowledged 
when compared to doctors 





©@ Why don’t veteri- 


nary doctors receive who treat human beings. 
enough recognition? © 


problems. It is for the doctor P.R. Arun, 
to diagnose the trouble cor- - age 15, 
rectly and then treat the ani- Christ Nagar School, 
mal. A wrong diagnosis may Trivandrum. 





SPECIAL VIEWPOINT 








he word ‘Quiz’ now familiar 
T among children as well as 

the aged, means to ‘ask 
questions’. How did the word ‘quiz’ 
originate? When was this word in- 
troduced in the English language 
and who was behind it? 

Itwas the year 1780. Irishman, 
Jim Daly, was not a linguist or 
grammarian. He was a poor thea- 
tre manager in Dublin, One day, he 
was chatting with some friends. 
Somebody remarked about the 
abundance of words in a language 
with only twenty six letters in the 


im Daly accepted the chal- 
J lenge. He laid a bet that within 

twenty-four hours he could in- 
troduce a new word into the Eng- 
lish lanugage. Nobody believed 
him, They were sure that a theatre 
manager could not create a new 
word in this short span of time. Jim 


Jim Daly won his bet, His 
word was the talk of the 
town. 














was confident 
He went home, thoughtful and 


- restless, Finally, he made up a 
T he b i rth word that he was eure no one 
had ever heard before, Then he 


of ‘quiz’ 


alphabet, 

Jim Daly said, “creating new 
words is not difficult. | can intro- 
duce a new word into the English 
language within twenty four hours." 

“No, you can't.” All his friends 
shouted together. 








went to the street, He hired all 
the children he could find. 


He gave them sweets and a 
piece of chalk and sent them off to 
write his new made - up word on 
every fence, post, door and every- 
where in the town. Jim Daly hardly 
slept a wink. The next morning his 
new word was the talk of the town. 
What was that word? It was 
‘QUIZ’. Jim Daly had won his bet 
too. In the beginning people used 
the word ‘quiz’ tomean ‘trick’. If you 
quizzed someone, you were trying 
to find out something that was a 
trick, Today, ‘quiz’ means to ask a 
question. 
N. Deepika, 
Std Vill, 
S.D.H. Jain Vidhyalaya M. 
Madur 


























't was Rohit's first 
day at the new 
school. His father 


hhad been transferred 
to this town, He 


missed his old 
friends, teachers and 
the familiar 


classroom. He 
thought that he 
should make the 
best of what lay 
ahead of him. 

lFonly his sis: 
ter who was 
three years | 
alder, too saw 
things that / 
way. Rohini / 
had been | 
complaining 
about the 
weather, 
the scen- 
ery, their house, the neighbour 
hood and even the people next 
door. 

“The Prasads had volunteered 
tohelp them settle down. Rohit 
and his parents had taken a 


Hi 


liking to the Prasads. 

Rohini, however, said haughtily, 
“Mrs, Prasad can't speak much English 
and her children haven't even heard of 
Scrabble. What can we possibly have 
in common with then?” 

Mrs. Ahmed, the class teacher 
introduced Rohit to the rest of the class. 


Rohit stood up self-consciously as the 
teacher announced, “Boys, this is Rohit. 
I want you all to make him feel 
welcome.” There were curious stares 
but nods and smiles as well. I will soon 
get used to life here,’ Rohit thought, 
‘and make some friends, 
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That evening he walked home from 
school with a boy called Vikram. They 
chatted about school for a while and 
then Rohit asked suddenly, “do you play 
scrabble’ 

“T've played it a couple of times,” 
replied Vikram, “but I don’t have it at 
home. I don't have any indoor games 
though I enjoy them. Do you have 
scrabble at home Rohit?” 

“Oh yes,” said Rohit. “We also have 
chess, risk, ludo and monopoly. Why 
don't you come over on Saturday and 













meet my sister? We can then play 
scrabble and anything else you like.” 
Vikram was delighted. Vikram's 
house was a modest dwelling. Rohit was 
eager to tell his parents and Rohini 
about his first day at the new school 
At the door, he heard Rohini's voice. 
“Lhate it here,” Rohini was shouting. 
“I'm not going back to that horrid 
school. Those dreadful girls made 
fun of my frock. You 
should see them in 


their faded skirts and darned socks.” 
“Rohini,” said her mother gently, 
“We must not judge people by what 
they wear, Just as we know there is 
‘more to you than frills, those girls are 
‘worth more than their shabby clothes. 
Remember, most ofthe people here are 
not as well off as we are.” 
“But they had no right to laugh at 
me,” said Rohini 
tearfully 
\ "My dear,” 
put in her 
father, “are 
you sure you 
didn't say 
anything you 
‘ought not to 
have said?” 































Rohini said uncomfortably. “I did 
ask one of the better dressed girls why 
the git] next to her had a patch on her 
blouse. She said it was awfully impolite 
‘coming from a new student and told 
the others what I'd said.” 

“Come in Rohit,” said his mother, 
as he hovered uncertainly in the 
doorway. “How was your day, son?” 

“Not bad,” said Rohit, unwilling to 
sound enthusiastic when his sister was 
miserable. “I made a few friends and 
invited one home. I hoped Rohini would 
do the same.” 

“Oh Rohit,” said Rohini, giving him 
a hug. “You're so kind. I've made a 
terrible start, | see now how horrible | 
must have seemed to my classmates, 
How can I face them again?” 

“1 wouldn't worry too much about 
that Rohini,” said Rohit, feeling older 
than his sister as he patted her shoulder, 
Just tell them you were wrong and that 
you're sorry, You'll soon 

\ have a whole lot of 

\ friends.” 

\ Rohini smiled 
through her tears and 
promised to make a 

\ new start, 
\ Suryakumari 
Dennison, 
Bangalore. 


Name :K. Ambika 

Age: 13 

‘Address : 164/3, Dos 
Housing Colony, Jeevan 
Bhima Nagar, Bangalore - 
560 075. 

Hobbies : Reading books, chatting with 
friends, making new friends (penpals) and 
gardening 


Name: M. Lalitha 

‘Age: 14 

Address : C52, NAL Staff Colony, 
Bangalore - 560 017. 

Hobbies : Drawing and painting, making 
‘new friends (penpals) and playing indoor 
‘games, 


Name :R. Nethra 

Age: 14 

‘Address : 82/4, Dos Housing Colony, 
Indira nagar Il Stage, Bangalore ~ 560 038. 

Hobbies : Drawing and painting, reading 
books, chatting with friends, making new 
friends (penpals) 


Name : A. Samina Sultana 

Age: 14 

Address : B-4, NAL Colony Kodinalli, 
Bangalore - 560 017. 

Hobbies : Singing, dancing, chatting with 
friends, making new friends (penpals), 
drawing and painting 


Name: N. Neha 
‘Age: 15 
‘Address : Plot 102, Road No.1, 


‘Mallikarjuna Nagar Colony, Old Bowenpally, 
Secunderabad ~ 500 011 

Hobbies : Dancing, reading books, 
listening tp music, watching T.V., playing 
video games, riding etc. 


PENPALS 


Name : Yashaswi S. Kumar 
‘Age: 13 
Address : D-1/318, 4th Block, Officers 
(rts. Paper town. Bhadravati, Kamataka. 
Hobbies : Reading, music, tailoring, 
sports 


Name :D. Yamuna 

Age: 13 

Address : No.2, (Old No.14), 
Thanikachalam Main Street, Perambur, 
Chennai - 600 011 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam, helping my 
‘mother, watching cartoons, playing carrom, 
painting. 


‘Name : Charanya S. Prabhu 

Age: 15 

Address : 5, Raja Apts, 15, Balakrishna 
Naicken St, West Mambalam, Chennai - 600 
033. 

Hobbies : Singing istening to music (ll 
types), reading books, making friends, 
cooking, surfing the net, drawing, playing the 
vena, 


‘Name : Divya Nair 

Age: 13 

Address : C/o, P.G.S. Nair, PBND, APWD, 
Port Biair- 744 101. Andamans, 

Hobbies : Reading, collecting stamps, 
‘quizzing, cooking, gardening, playing chess. 


Namé: Abhishek 
Age: 13 
Address : Q-16/A, JLK. Pur, J.K. Paper 
Mills, Rayagada, Orissa - 765 017. 
Hobbies : Playing football, cricket, 


PENPALS PENPALS PENPALS PENPALS PENPA\ 
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‘badminton, reading detective books, playing 
computer games, cycling and reading 
Gokulam, 





Name : H.R, Jawahar Naidu 

‘Age: 17 

‘Address : S/o SR. Asha Rani, D/N0.771. 
Sampige Road, K.R.Puram, Hassan - 573 
201 

Hobbies : Reading novels, collecting 
stamps, writing poems, swimming, cycling, 
playing cricket 


Name : Girish V. Sahani 

Age: 14 

‘Address : F/23, Takshashila Apts, Near 
Nalanda Complex, Vastrapur, Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat - 380 015. 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam and other 
‘magazines, music, playing cricket, phiately. 


Name: V. Manisha 

Age: 13 

Address : V. Monisha, D/o M.V.A.P. 
Selvam, 12/500, Narayanarao Pet, Nellore - 
524 001. Andhva Pradesh. 

Hobbies : Drawing, painting, stitching, 
watching TY, reading 


Name: M. Swarupa 

Age: 9 

‘Address : 42, A Renganathapuram, 
Puthur, Trichy - 620 017. 

Hobbies : Watching cartoons, skipping, 
listening to music, carrom. 


Name: M. Swetha 
‘Age :13 


‘Address : 42, A Renganathapuram, 








eas 


Puthur, Trichy - 620 017. 
Hobbies : Reading books, handicrafts, 
collection of stamps, painting 


Name : Sneha Ramakrishnan 

Age: 13, 

‘Address :Manjusree Apts., 119, Rifle Club 
East, Bansdroni P.0., Calcutta - 700 070. 

Hobbies : Reading mystery stories, 
‘drawing and painting, dancing, listening to 
‘music, making friends and watching T.V. 


Name = Madhura Suresh Borkute 

Age: 12 

‘Address: 4, Khedamath Anushaktinagar, 
BARC. Quarters, Mumbai - 400 094. 
Maharashtra 

Hobbies : Dancing. reading, cycli 
chatting, watching TV, music 





‘Name : Srividhya 

Age: 14 

Address : 68, Gokulam Colony, 2, 
Ramapuram High road, Valasaravakkam, 
Chennai - 600 087. 

Hobbies: Reading thrillers, watching T.., 
music, gardening, collecting coins, 


Teacher : What did we get on fifteenth 
lof August with the help of Mahatma 
Gandhi? 
Student : A holiday? 
+R. Manikandan, Std. XI, Kittappa 








HS School, Mayiladuthurai. 





NPALS PENPALS PENPALS PENPALS PENPALS| 
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UR TREES 


common sight on road-sides and 

near human dwellings, the neem 

is almost another name for shade 
and clean air. It has a reputation of being 
‘cure forall human ills and holds a very 
important position in India. 

A long-living tree, it grows to a 
gigantic size. It reaches a height of 
twenty metres. Few areas of India 
hhave a hostile climate for this hardy 
tree. Itcan be found in regions 
receiving excessive rain such as 
‘Assam and drier regions of 
Rajasthan and Gujarat. Every 
part of the country below the, 
snowline is equally home to it. 

{tis a deciduous tree. 

Inearly spring its leaves begin 
to fall and in a few days fresh { 
‘ones begin to sprout. Initially they 
are very delicate and copper- 
‘coloured. Appearing in clusters 
on thin branches, they look like 
fine needles. 

‘When fully grown the leaves 
are shaped like a sickle, with a 
ointed tip and serrated margins. 
‘As they grow, the colour changes 
from copper to dark green. 
During the season when leaves 
are shed, they become 













yellowish, 

The flowers are small and appear in 
‘an inflorescence, each having forty to 
fifty lowers. There are five petals in the 
flowers and they are pinkat the tips. The 
flowers give off a faint, sweet, sharp 
fragrance. The fruits also appear in 
clusters of twenty to thirty. They are 
initially green but on ripening become a 
deep yellow. They are succulent and are 
realished by many animals and birds. 

The neem holds the cure for many 

harmful diseases. The gum obtained 
trom the tree is yellowish and 
transparent. Many medicines are 
made out of it. Oil extracted from 
the seeds is used to strengthen 





immunity against many diseases. The 
bark is also used for medicinal 
purposes. The leaves are 
boiled in water and the 
extract is used in skin ailments. 


‘The extract of neem fruit is an 
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excellent insecticide. Such plant-based 
insecticides have no harmful effects and 
are therefore far better than chemical 
insecticides, 


The wood of the tree is quite dura 












ble. It is used to make agricultural im- 
plements. Itis not generally used as fuel 


as the smoke it gives off is injurious to 
health. However, due to acute shortage 
of firewood in our countryside, people 
often use it as fuel too. 

‘The most popular use of the neem is 
in cleaning one’s teeth. Tender shoots 





* of this tree 
{77 have been used 

fe {or this purpose from 

F* ancient times. Even today 
people use neem shoots to 
brush their teeth. Many companies 
have developed tooth-pastes with 
neem as the base, taking a leat 
from folk wisdom. 
Neem is one of those few trees 
that have churned up an international 
controversy. This happened when 
‘some American companies patented 


Wy 





insecticides and other products made 
‘out of neem. 

Indian scienists have hotly contested 
these moves. They say that these 
properties of the neem are quite well- 
known in India, even by the illiterate 
farmer. Therefore their patenting by 
‘Americans is unethical. The neem itself 
is oblivious of its international status, 

It showers shade and health on one 
and all, be they animal or human. 
(Velayudhan Features) 
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’ ing Jayabalan was sitting 

with his ministers in the 

council hall of his palace. 
Various matters were being 
discussed, 

‘Apothikari, the health minister, 
stood up ond said : “something 
must be done about the 
bandicoots. your majesty.” 

“Who are they?” the king asked. 

*Bandicoots are very large rats, 
your majesty” said Arivili, the 

education 
minister. 

“They cause 
a lot of 


of infection among cattle and 
human beings" Apothikari said 

“So what do we do?" the king 
asked. 

Solmannan, the minister for 
publicity, stood up and cleared his, 
throat, “What these people are 
referring to as a bandicoot Is 
actually known os bandicota 
indica” he said, looking very 
learned, 


“Call a spade a spade, 


Solmannan” said Arivil. 
“What's this?” the king said 
“Where does the spade come in?” 
“It’s just a term of expression, 













destruction in the fields and 
gronaries” said Apothikari. “They 
‘are also a health hazard.” 

All the ministers knew that in 
Jayabalpore the bandicoots had 
increased greatly in numbers, and 
were causing alot of trouble tothe 
farmers. The king, as usual, wos 
ignorant of all this 

“What health hazard?” he 
asked. 

The bandicoots cause all kinds 


your 
majesty” 
said Arivill 
apologeti- 
cally. “It 
means speak 
plainly.” 
“Speak plainly. 


all of you" 








the king snapped, 


Soimannan continued : “The 
word bandicoot comes from on 
did Telugu word panickokicu, which 
means pig-rat.” 





“It is either a pig or a 
rat. It can’t be both.” 





“Hold on’ the king said 
impatiently. “It is either a pig or a 
rat, It can’t be both.” 

Sigainasam. the home minister 
intervened. “It's 
arat that looks 
like a pig” he 


ig that looks like a rat?" the king 
asked. 

“You majesty.” said Apothikar 
“We are straying away from the 
main issue. Bondicoots are over- 
running our land. It is a serious 
problem. ond we have to discuss 
ways and means of controlling the 
bandicoot population.” 

“Allright, all ight” the king said. 

*Your mojesty, | could consult 
some foreign experts on my next 
ttip abroad” sald Ayalaan. the 
foreign minister. 

“By the time Ayaloan makes his 
next trip the bandicoots would 
have swallowed up the whole 
country” said Sigainasam. 


“There is a need for urgent 
action” said Apothikari, "We have 
to take this matter very seriously.” 

Arivili said : “How obout 
organising the people and 
motivating them to destroy the 
rodents?” 

“What rodents?” the king asked. 

“The bandicoots are rodents. 
you mojesty” arivil explained. 

“I thought they were rats” the 
king said iitably, 

"Rats, mice, squirrels, and even 
porcupines are rodents” sold Arivil 


‘Twsh youwould make up your 
mind, Arivil” said the king. “You are 
‘overloading me with animals.” 


All right. your majesty” said 
Sigainasam. “Hereafter we wil ail 
refer to these creatures as 
bandicoots only.” 

“As Arivili said, let us mobilise 
groups of hunters who wil kill the 
bandicoots” said Apothikar 

“The younger they are, the 
better” said Avi 

“We can't be sure these young 
men will go hunting bandicoots ust 
because we asked them to do so” 
said Sigainasom. 

“They may have pleasanter 
pursuits” said Ganabadi, the 
minister for heavy Industry, 
‘chucking until his huge body shook 
like Jelly, The king joined in his 









laughter, slapping his thighs and 
guffawing, 

Apothikarl looked at the 
laughing duo with initation, “When 
Itpleases your majesty to finish with, 
the merriment we can go back to 
the bandicoots” he said stiffly. The 
king spluttered and coughed and 
finally fell sient. 

Varisumal, the finance minister, 
who had been silent all this time, 
now spoke up. "We can give them 
an Incentive” he sald, "May be, 


— 


“How is it that no one else 
is bringing bandicoots?” 


pay some money 
bandicoot killed.” 

“That's an excellent idea” said 
Apothikar. 

So it was decided that an 
‘omount of two jaybees will be paid 
for every bandicoot killed, Jaybee 
was the currency of Jayabalpore: 
two Jaybees amounted to about 
eighty paise in our money. 


for every 


The next day the king made a 
proclamation. Town - criers went 
‘everywhere announcing this to the 





citizens. 

Soon thousands of men were 
hunting the bandicoots. Groups of 
young men were seen brandishing 
sticks and running after the 
bandicoots. They came to be 
known as the bandicoot brigades. 

Within a week about two 
thousand bandicoots had been 
killed, and money paid out, The 
next week a thousand of them 
were killed, Within a month the 
bandicoot population seemed to 
have gone down. 

Some bandicoots were still 
being brought in, and money was 
being claimed. Some young men 
were more successful than others, 
Two brothers, Perasal and 
Chinnasal, seemed to have great 
luck in capturing bandicoots. They 
were claiming on an average two 
hundred to three hundred jaybees 
each, every day. 

After some months all others 
stopped bringing in bandicoots, But 
the brothers brought in a cartload 
every day. Soon they both 
became very tich 

“How Is It that no one else Is 


‘The longest alphabet is Sinhalese- 
it has 54 letters. The shortest is 

Hawaiian, It has only 12. 
= U. Varsha, Std. VIII C, 
GSS.IV., Chennai. 





bringing in any bandicoot?” Arivil 
‘asked in a meeting of the ministers. 

“May be they lost interest” said 
Solmannan. “As Ganabad! said, 
they have pleasanter pursuits 
perhaps.” 

“We are paying enormous 
‘amounts to the brothers every day” 
said Vorisumal. “At this rate we may 
go bankrupt very soon.” 

“Bandicoots are better thon 
bankruptcy” said Solmannan. 

“Perhaps we should investigate 
the brothers’ activities” said 
‘Ayalaan, 

“Let’ssend for the Chief of Police 
‘and ask him to look into this” said 
Sigainasam. The police chief, 
‘Athiradi, was sent for. 


White they waited for him. 
Varisumal gave an account of the 
number of bandicoots kiled and 
the amount of money paid out. 
and the cost of disposing off the 
dead rats. Everyone wos surprised 
by the enormous sums spent on 
Operation Bondicoot.. 

‘Athiradi, the police chief 


entered and smartly saluted the 
king. He was informed of the 
trouble with Operation Bandicoot. 

“1 will arrange for a raid 
tomorow” said Athiradi, And that 
was that. 

The next day a police party 
descended on the farmhouse of 
Perasal and Chinnasci, in the 
‘outskirts of the city. 

There were two huge buildings 
that seemed to be godowns. 
When the police broke open the 
doors they were token by surprise. 
Inside the godowns . were 
thousands and thousands of 
bandicoots. The policemen leaped 
nimbly away as the bandicoots 


Hordes of big rats emerged 
from the godowns and 
scattered about the countryside. 








rushed out to freedom. 
Hordes and hordes of the big 
rats emerged from the godowns 


and scattered about the 
‘countryside. 
Athiradi handcuffed the 


brothers and brought them to the 
king's court. It seems they had 
been breeding bandicoots to kil 
‘and collect money. They were 
jailed. Other young men were now 
pursuing the bandicoots that were 
running all over the land. 

“As| always said, there are more 
two-legged bandicoots in our 
‘country than the rodent variety” 


said Ayaloan. 
“What are two-legged 
bandicoots?” the king asked. 
Janakan 
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MR HELLO, DOCTOR! 





Prasanna, Chennai 
2 1 feel full just after a few morsels. 
A little while later, I begin to feel 
‘hungry. What should I do? 

1 You may be suffering from ‘gastritis’. 
It is due to the inflammation of the 
stomach that is caused by excessive 
secretion of hydrochloric acid. You 
should seek advice from your family 
doctor regarding the treatment. Two 
types of drugs are used to treat this 
disease - drugs that help to neutralise 
acid in the stomach and those that stop 
the stomach from producing acid, 
Here are a few tips to prevent the 
problem. 

1. Eat in time everyday. 

2. Eat small meals so as not to overload 
the stomach. 

3. Avoid very hot solids and drinks. 

4. Avoid citrus juices and fruits. 

5. Don’t eat fats and chocolates. 

6. Avoid stress, strain and depression. 
7. Cut out alcohol and cigarettes (if 
any). 

8, Avoid an over-dose of analgesics. 
@ KP Sivaram, Chennai 

? What are the symptoms and 
treatment of typhoid? 





1 Typhoid is a 
bacterial disease. It 
is caused by 
Salmonella typhi 
and para typhi. 
These germs live in 
the intestine of 
typhoid patients 







They come out along with faeces. 
Faecal contamination of water and food 
from typhoid carriers is responsible for 
this disease. 

Fever, vomiting, headache, myalgia 
and constipation are the earlier 
symptoms of the disease, The 
temperature rises in a stepladder 

















fashion, At the end of the first week 
the symptoms such as rose spots on 
trunk, abdominal distension and 
diarrhoea will be prominent, 

‘The disease is diagnosed by increased 
titres of agglutinins in the Widal test, 
Chloramphenical, ciprofloxacin, 
oflaxacin and ceftriaxone are some of 
the drugs available to cure the disease. 
‘One should strictly follow the correct 
drug dose regimen for complete cure 
Otherwise it will relapse. 

Both oral and intramuscular vaccines 
are available to prevent the disease but 
the immunity lasts for three years only. 
Prevention of typhiod is possible with 
the use of potable water and hygienic 
food. 


@ RS, Prajakta, Mumbai 

? What are lice? How do they occur? 
What is the cure? 

! Louse'is a small insect. It belongs to 
the phylum = —_arthropoda. 
Morphologically there are three types, 
1, Head louse 2. Body louse and 3. 
Pubic louse. All are parasites. Head 
louse gives more trouble than others, 
It transmits three diseases namely 1. 
Epidemic typhus 2, Trench fever and 
3. Relapsing fever. 


Common cold is caused by 
some hundreds of viruses 





It spreads from one person to another 
by close contact of heads and use of 
‘common items like combs, pillows and 
bed sheets. The female louse lays about 
140 eggs. These are attached to the 
hairs of the host, The egg is also known 
as ‘nit’. Aftera week, nit hatches and a 
tiny ‘nymph’ emerges! Each nymph 
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becomes an adult louse within ten days. 
Both nymphs and adults bite the skin 
of scalp and draw blood. 

‘Treatment : Permethrin is the drug of 
choice. 1% malathion, 2% dettol and 
10% DDT as dusting powder are also 
available to control the lice. One should 
seek advice from the family doctor inthe 
use of appropriate drug and apply it over 
the hair on the scalp three to four times 
at intervals of one week. This will cure 
the infestation of lice, 

@ S. Srinivasan, Navi Mumbai 

? Why is there no permanent cure for 
common cold? 


! Common cold is basically a viral 





DOUBLE TROUBLE 

Ask your friend to think up two 
consecutive double digit numbers. Then 
let him double the first and add it to the 
‘second, Finally to the total ask him to add 
{our and give you the result. 

You can arrive at the original numbers. 
your friend had thought of using a simple 
calculation. Simply subtract five from the 
final total and then divide the result by 3. 
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disease but not asingle specific disease, 
It is caused by some hundreds of 
viruses. Major viruses being rhino 
virus, corona virus, influenza virus, 
adeno virus besides other un- 
identified viruses. 

‘These organisms are visible only under 
an electron microscope. It is a very 
difficult task to identify the virus each 
time and give treatment specifically. 
Moreover, common cold is always 
self-limiting disease and without any 
treatment whatever the virus - it would 
subside on its own. 

Since the virus resides inside the 
human cells, drugs can’t act directly on 
the virus without damaging human 
cells. This is why there are practically 
no drugs against any viral disease, 

As for vaccines, not much effort is 
being made as there are more than 200 
types of cold -causing viruses. Iti just 
impossible to administer vaccines 
against them all 

Since there is no satisfactory drug that 
can kill the viruses and no specific 
vaccine against this constantly 
multiplying virus population, there is 
‘no permanent cure. 








Dr. G. 
Rajapalayam 


You have got the first number and 
‘automatically the second number. 

‘Anup Damodaran, age 13, JH 

‘Ambani School, Rasayani . 








nce the emperor of 
Persia. sent his 
greetings to king 


‘Akbar. Along with it he sent a 
question - "How many tums are 
there in Agra’s streets?” 


Akbar found the question 


IRY 





7 MANY 
ow MA 
A URNS? 


difficult to answer. He 
called his minister, 
Raja Mansingh and 
ordered him to count 
the number of turns in 
the streets of Agra, 
Raja Mansingh was 
‘asked to report his 
findings in two days. 

Just then, Birbal 
entered the court. 
Birbal wanted to 
know why the king 
‘appeared worried, 

Akbar told him. 
“My lord, why did you 
8k Roja Mansingh to 
count? | know the 
number of turns in 
Agra’s streets. Why 
only Agra? | know 
the number of 

turns in any street 
of any city in the 
world!” 

“Do you really know? 
@ Tell me quickly” said the 
king. 

Birbol answered, “Any road in 
the world has only two turns - a 
left and a right turn!” 

The king wos pleased with 
Birbal’s answer. He sent his 
greetings to the emperor of 
Persia along with the answer. 

Arvind Bobby, age 13, SBOA 
School, Chennai. 
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Acosscs DESIGNS 
seeks the help of the invisible and 


to achieve by drawing beautiful 
and colourful designs on the floor undisturbed for longer periods. Coloured 
using coloured sand. > powders are used to fil up the designs 
Faith heals better than any medicine. drawn, making itareal work of art, These 
So the colourful designs infuse are known as rangoli - the colourful 
confidence in the minds ofthe doctor as kolams. 
‘well as the patient and does indced speed In ancient India, classical dancers 
up the healing process. were so rigorously trained that as they 
InIndiatoo women decorate the floor danced on the coloured 
fr the ground near the main entrance of pow der 
the house with colourful designs. In 

















Tamil, these designs are called 
olam’ meaning ‘beautiful’. Women 
usually use dry rice powder to draw 
these kolams. This serves two 
purposes - to decorate the frontyard and 

to feed small insects like ants 


his has emerged as a fine art in 
I itself, On festive days kolams 
are drawn with wet rice paste. 


The brightness and the beauty of the 
kolams are thus enhanced. They remain 


heaped on the floor, 
they traced beautiful 
patterns with their fet. The 
figures traced could be even 
lion or an elephant. Such 
‘was the marvel of human 
capacity for training 
Visalakshi Ramani, 
Coimbatore. 


KNOW YOUR PHYSICS? 


1. Free surface ofa liquid behaves 
lke a sheet and tends to contract 0 
the smallest possible area, Why? 

2. The element of electric stove is 
made of ..? 

3. Who described the life history of 
human malarial parasite in Anopheles? 
14, What is the chief constituent 

gobar gas? 

5. Who propounded the theory of 
Inheritance of acquired characters? 

6. What is 
photophobia? q 

7. The moon has no 
atmosphere, Why? 

8, When a moving 
bus stops suddenly, the 
passengers are pushed 
forward. Why? 

9. The clear sky 
looks blue. Why? 

10. Which organ in 
human body is 
popularly known as 
Adam's apple"? 

D. Vikram, Std. 1X 
AVS, Gayathri 
English Medium 
School, Anantapur. 








A LIST OF SPECIALISTS 
Hint : Each answer ends with the 
suffix ‘ist’ and the firs letter of the word, 
is provided 
1. One who studies insects - E - 
IST 
2. One who studies birds - 
IST 
3. One who studies fossils - P- = - = 
IST 
4. Qne who walks in his sleep ~S ~~ 
IST 
5, One who sols Flowers F ---1ST 
6. One who collects stamps - P 
IST 
B. Shanoof, Age 13, Std. IX 
A, L.M.H.S.S., Pollachi. 








[ENCE IZ 
Fill in the blanks. 
1. An endocrine gland situated above 
the kidney is known as 





2, Nylon is a polymer obtained by 
heating a mixture of 











3. A natural source of table salt is 





4. Chemical agents that promote the 
formation of goitre are called 
P. Hari Rekha, Std. IX D, St. 
Joseph of Cluny Pondy 
QU 
‘Choose the right answer. 
1. What is the earth's main source 
of energy? 
‘a. The sun b. Crude Oil c. Radio 
activity 
2. When was silicon first isolated? 
a. 1723 b. 1823 c. 1923 


Answer Pg.39 











3. What is used to study the rate of 
change of vibrations? 

a. Differential Calculus b. Boalean 
algebra c. Trigonometry 

4. What are light rays called when 
they bounce off a surface? 

a. Refracted rays b. Reflected rays 
. Incident rays 

5. What is used by plants to build 
proteins? 

‘a. Nitrates b, Protons ¢, Phosphates 

6. What type of reaction is 
combustion? 

a. An ignition reaction b. an 
exothermic reaction ¢. an endothermic 
reaction 

7. Who firs discovered phosphorus? 

a. Paracelsus b. H. Brand c. Joseph 
Priestly 

8. How many elements are known 
to be naturally occurring non-metals? 

a. 12b. 22. 32 

9. A star is a sphere of gas held 
together by what force? 

2. Gravity b. Strong nuclear force ¢. 
Magnetism 

















10. What is the process by which - 
most cells divide? 
2, Mitosis b. Endocytosis c. Meiosis 
J. Tharanya Prakash, 
Std. VIII A, National PS, 
Bangalore 
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PETPALS 


nthe colony we lived the houses unimaginable, Tony was now two 
were few and far between. years old. 
Therefore, it was decided to get 
a dog to guard the house. A well- 
known aunt offered us a just-born 
pup. We pestered our parents and 
finally brought the pup home. We 


UNFORGETTABLE 


placed the pup in a 


tub and covered the 
tub with a basket at vay ul 7 
night. On the first 
night, the pup whined 


throughout the night 
We made the pup’s bed 
comfortable with rugs. Mother said 


Qne hot afternoon Tony had 
not been leashed. He rushed out 
of the gate and bounded down the 


unpaved road. We didn't worry 
much because we knew Tony 
would return home. 

Soon, we heard a dog 








the pup was missing its mother. 
We named our pet Tony. 

Tony continued to have 

troubled nights. Within a 
week, he had forgotten 
his mother. He enjoyed 
playing with us. We 
settled into @ routine 
Life without Tony was 











of the gate and found Tony. A 
huge dog had bitten Tony. | threw 
a stone at the dog which ran away. 
There were teeth 
marks on Tony's 
feet. Blood was 
‘oozing out of the 
‘wound 

We called up 
the veterinarian. 
He advised us to 


















keep a lookout for the dog that 
had bit Tony. We never saw the 
dog again. We later learnt that the 
dog had been picked up by the 
dog-van. 

A month after the incident, Tony 
began to act rather strange. He 
was morose and refused food. 





We didn’t worry much 
because we knew Tony 
would return 


Tony wouldn't allow anyone to pet 
him. He wouldn't bathe either. As 
days passed, Tony became more 
violent. We took Tony to the doctor. 
He diagnosed it as rabies. Tony 
could not be cured. 

One afternoon Tony ran out of 
the house and entered the 
neighbour's compound. In fear, 
the neighbour shot Tony with a 
gun. We buried Tony along with 
his things. We still cannot forget 
him. 





Pallavi Prasad, age 15, 
Vijaya High School, Bangalore. 











Je have a troublesome reighbour. 

‘The old manis eccentric and won't 

allow us to play cicket. Now, he's 

told my friends that | am a bad boy and 

should be shunned. | feel insulted and 

humiliated. He is bad-mouthing about me 
even to my neighbours, 

. Akshat Mudbidri, age 12, St. 

Aloysius Middle School, Mangalore. 


DearAkshat, 

Bring the matter to your parents notice. 
They will flk to the old man. If, however, 
you have either teased him or iitated him 
then you must apologise to the old man for 
‘your behaviour. 

* 

My tiends andl were playing during cass 
when the teacher caught us inthe act. She 
wamed us. gave up the game but fiends 
continued to play. This angered the teacher 
and she punished me too along with the 
others. | tried to explain to the teacher that 
did listen to her. She only got more angry. 
‘The matter was taken up at the parents - 





teachers meeting. The teacher told my 

parents that | was arrogant. Now, even my 
parents have taken the teacher's side. 

Vignesh Iyer, Std. VIIC, St. Francis 

De Seles School, N. Delhi 

Dear Vignesh, 

The matter must have been sorted out 
by now. In situations ike ths, i is always 
bestnot to argue. Instead, meet your teacher 
inthe staff room later and explain it to her. 





He has spoken ill of me 
even to my neighbours! 


The teacher's expected to teach you lessons 
inthe clas. f you disturb her concentration 
she is bound to get angry. Playing curing 
class is not correct either. Teachers expect 
‘a certain amount of discipline in class, 

‘As for your parents they may be upset 
because of your behaviour. Speak fo your 
parents when they have cooled down. Tall 





a 


He's Arrogant! 


them your side ofthe story. They wil ston 
* 
{amin standard Vl. find maths dificult, 
| can score only 50. Please help. 
|. Senthil Kumar, Chennai 
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| amin lass VI. Maths isa problem. Ido 
‘work out sums at home. During exams, 1 
forget everything and make mistakes. 
Please hep. 
Ri. Ishwarya, St. Joseph School, 
Trichy 
| amin standard Vill. Lam weakin maths. 
| gofor math tuitions. Yet, in exams lcontins 
to are badly. | want fo score atleast 80%. 
‘A. Manikanda Prabu, age 13, Neyveli 
Dear Senthil, Ishwarya and Manikanda, 
Maths is not_ dificult you lear the 
subject properly. 
Lea the 


nRRO 


formulae well. 
Work out al the problems over 
‘and over again. Ask for your parents’ or 
teacher's help with dificult sums. 
‘Don'tleam by rote the answers or steps 
to solve a problem. Instead, understand 
the method of solving the sums. 
* 
| amin standard VI. study 
day and nightbut score only 89%. 
{try very hard and am able to score 








mate 


in 0s only in afew subjects. How do | score 
above 90 in all subjects? 

T.Sireesha, age 11, St. Agnes 

‘School, Kharagpur. 





Dear Sireesha, 
Find out in which subjects you score low. 
Perhaps you 
don't understand 
the lessons. Ask 
your parents to 
help you out. 
Check what 
mistakes 
bring down 
your marks. 
Then try to rectly the mistakes. 
* 
1am 17 andam 
# very short. Gits of 
A mydassaretaler. 
Can you suggest 
away|canlooktal? 
K. Thenmozhi, Coimbatore. 
Dear Thenmozti, 
Wear clothes that make you appear tall 


‘Choose clothes with smaller prints or vertical 
Stipes. Closely cut clothes will give you a 
sleeker appearance. For special occasions 
you could try heeled shoes. However, be 
careful with these 
‘shoes. You may cut 
a sony figure, if you 
arenotaccustomed 
to wearing heeled 
shoes. 
Love, 
Grandma worm. 











‘A washerman once had a foolish donkey by 
name Kalu. 





Cy 
Venu Variath 


One day- 














I'll throw 
this bundle 





But he too plunged headlong 
into the waters. 
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jut the fall took. 
he fractured his le. 











Twon't have to 
work any more. 
Berto ise right for 
trying to cheat my }@,| 
master. 
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to ape their favorite star in real 
life. oft drink companics use this 
craze for the film star to sell their 
product. fiend of mine guzalod coke 
‘imply because with cach bottle of coke 
thal she bought she received # free 
postcard of her favourite: film star. 1 think 
this is nonsense. Cinema is a mcans of 
entertainment. It should not make us forget 
reality. 
& Chitra, age 1 
Nozareth MH&S, Chennai 


CHOOSING A 
PROFESSION 


Come August students queue up 
before medical and engincering colleges 
hoping to become doctors and engincers 
in the future, Why do parents coerce their 
children to take up only these two 
subjects? The competition is tough and 
atudents often feel dejected if they cant 
get a seal. I think if teachers prepare 
















students 
based on their 
aptitude we my 
not have 
disappointed students 
PR Arun, age 5. Christ Nagar 
choo, Thvancrum 
DEMOCRACY HASNT 
FAILED 
I disagree with Arvind Rj (August 
2000). If & group of people can unite, 


MAKE DEMOCRAC 
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they can oval @ 
‘comupt official from 
his scat of power, 
Instead of blaning others 
for theie fouls if we learn from 
ur nislakes, we can make democracy work 
B Nivas, age 17, BlIEL 
MUSE, Thichy 

PUT THE CLOCK BACK! 
Man was by far happier without techno 
logical development. He hact no tension, 
and led a 


di 
WORK [ft 
pollution 


















free life, Today he is always 
creating problems for himself He 
has destroyed forests to satisfy his 
craving for luxury. He has destroyed 
peace and quiet with noisy engines He 
has pollited the almoaphere with a variehy 
of noxious gases, tle has only paved way 
for speedier extinction of mankind. 
Kunal Goleni, Std. Vil, lucknow. 
Dear Kunol pl send in your howe 
address and the mame of your achool. 


SETTING AN EXAMPLE 


1 dream of an India that will have 
eradicated poverty, violence, war and 
overpopulation Our people would lead 
in all spheres of development. 

Children will be computer - literate, 
We will hve unlinited resources and gifted 
manpower, Our roads wll be neal and have 
to potholes. Our monuments would bring 
in plenty of tourists 

‘We will have women piloting our 
seroplanca. We will have geniuses who will 
tmake our country very proud. Indio will 
be a developed nation, setting an example 
for other developing, nations 

V. Vidhya, Std. IAB, New Horizon 

PS, Bangalore. 
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Story : Seema Manohar, Std. V A, Sivakasi Nader MHSS, 


THREE FRIENDS 


Madurai. ilustration : Lalitha 











[Sundaram Pilal was a devout Hindu Just] 
as Feroz Khan was a devout mestim. 








‘ensibe not to be 
superstitious. 


‘Why pray to sum when it is 
smerely part of mature like 




















GOKULAM 36 Coabe2000 





‘The old man advised the three men to 
[begin their day with pleasant thoughts. 


‘Ram, Charles and Amir were the sons 
of Sundaram, Robert and Feroz Khan. 








Silly, old mant Can't 
‘mind his business. 

















‘Our fathers lack 
maturity. Look 
hhow they fought this 
morning. 

















Hey stop! Please 








help us to take our 
friend to the hospital. 























al|_ 
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17 Tre bay has ost to 
tach lod: Ruse 
repare for blood 

Pr ranstusion. 


a 
So would 

































Tdoctor. 





The doctor asked the mu 
the blood group of Ram ar 














(tts ni as friends. 
Children don’t notice the diference 
‘among religions. Service to 
‘mankind is service to god. 


Sundaram Pillai, Robert and Feroz 
Khan agreed whole - heartedly. 
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ZZ] 9. Due to dispersion 
(scattering) of light. 
10. Thyroid 


QUIZ 


SCIENCE QUIZ 
Answers : 

1. Adrenal gland 

2. Adipic Acid, 
Hexamethylene 
diamine. 

3, Sea water 

4, Goitrogens 


KNOW YOUR 









A LIST OF 


SPECIALISTS 
PHYSICS? Answers : 
Answers : 1. Entomologist. 


1, Due to force of co 2. Ornithologist 
hesion 3. Palaentologist 


271 
2. Nicrome 4. Somnambulist 
3. Sir Ronald Ross NSWERS 5, Florist. 
4. Methane 6. Philatelist 
5. J.B. Lamarck 
Semanli 6. Abnormal 
intolerance of 
light 
7. The gravita- 
tional pull of 
the moon is 
not strong 
enough to 
hold an atmo- 
sphere. 
8. Due to iner- 
tia of the bus 





BRAIN TEASE 


1. Ifaperson has five daughters and 1 Answers : 
Jeach daughter has a brother, how many 
children does that person have? 

2. Can you subtract one from nine | 2) If you write nine in roman 


n6 


jand get ten? letters and then cut out one you 
S.R. Chaitanya, Std. IX A, St. 


Joseph's School, Chitradurga 


will have ten! 
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A.B. SIBI, 
‘Std.VII, KV, OCF, 


Chennai. 





GOURAB DAS, 
Std.VIlI B, Julian Day School, 
(Kalyani Branch), Kancharapara 











‘nasmall village lived Muthuswami.a 
cloth-trader. His wife was very pious. 
They had two children. Thrifty 
Muthuswami had a shop in the village 

market. He lived a contented life. 

(One day, Muthuswami returned home, 
looking very agitated. "The base wretch, 
the rascal! What a traitor he has tured out 
to be! Oh, what shall I do, Iam ruined! 1 
am ruined!” His wife enquired what had 
‘upset him. 

Muthuswami, then told her that his 
most trusted friend had cheated him of all 
his money. They were now penniless. 

Muthuswami had to sell his wife's 
precious jewels to make both 
tends meet. Though a cloth- 








Next morning, a teacher from the 
school visited him. “O Muthuswami! You 
are a very lucky man, See, I have just 
received a letter from town promising me 
job. Lam leaving at once. If you see the 
headmaster now, I am certain that he will 
give you my job.” 

Muthuswami did get the teacher's job. 
His wife said that it was Mahalaxmis 
grace but Muthuswami did not believe her. 


Fgh 
oor 


‘Muthuswami 
heard that the 





trader, 

he was 
educated, He thought 
that if he could teach at 
the village school he 
could earn a little 
money. He approached 
the headmaster of the 
school, The headmaster 
listened to Muthuswami 
but could not help him 
as there were enough 
teachers in the school 
Muthuswami returned 
home dejected. His wife 
consoled him. “Pray to 
Goddess Mahalaxmi, 
She will relieve you of 
all your distress.” 














condition gi se every day, The 
doctors had given up hope. Muthuswami 
‘was overjoyed at his friend's distress and 
rubbed his hands with glee 

His wife said, “don’t show ill-will 
towards your old friend as he is now dying. 
Visit him.” Muthuswami at first refused. 
How could he show kindness to someone 
who had cheated him? His wife insisted 
nd finally he agreed to visit his friend, 

When Muthuswami reached his 
friend’s house, he found him grieving 
deeply over his cruel fate. He begged 














Muthuswami to forgive him and said that 
all the evils that had beset hi 
because of his wicked ways. 

‘Muthuswami returned home and told 
his wife all that had happened. His wife 
said, “T will pray for your friend. Goddess 
‘Mahataxmi is all-compassionate. 

‘One day, Muthuswami received word 
that the illness which had struck his friend 
hhad disappeared as mysteriously as it had 
come. Muthuswami decided to visit his 
friend, On seeing Muthuswami the friend 
fell at his feet and cried "O Muthuswami 





Tam cured, Lam cured.” 

He then returned all the money that he 
had cheated him of. Muthuswami was 
overcome with joy and exclaimed, “It is 
the grace of Goddess Mahalaxmi! 


S. Ganesh Kumar, Chennai 
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THERE WAS A\ 
‘STONE IN THIS 
COOKIE. GIVE ME 
ANOTHER ONE, OR 

My Money BACK! 


GET Lost KID 





NATURE 
WILL PUNISH 
HIM, IF HE 
HAD DONE 


iT 
WIL FULLY! 
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GETTING Yo #3 PERT ~ 


‘ONE STUPID STONE 
‘SPOILED MY WHOLE 
BUSINESS FOR THEDAY! 


Vy BE \T WAS ‘THE SAME STONE 
THAT WAG THERE IN THAT KIDS. 
Cookie. 
c 
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THE FRESH WATER SHARK _ is born prematurely. It completes its 

(PIKE) development within the pouch of its 

: mother. Before giving birth, the 

ann aecieeh West mother squats down and licks her 

owerful long body, POU and the fur down to her birth 

opening. The tiny inch-long embryo 

appears and crawis slowly up her wet 

fur towards the pouch. 

In three minutes it has 

climbed in and quickly 

closed its mouth over 

one of the nipples. The 

tip swells inside its 

mouth and holds it 

securely within the pouch 
while itis being suckled, 










are greedy, predatory THE 
fishes that ambush their prey. They 

stand motionless in the water, usually ARCHAEOPTERYX 
concealed in a weed bed, and wait! 1861 an archaeopteryx fossil 


until a shoal of smaller fishes flits by. 


Then the pike 
gives a 
tremendous thrust 
with its powerful 
tail and shoots from 


hiding into the 

shoal. The panic-stricken fishes 
explode from the surface to escape 
from the pike. The pike’s jaws clamp 
shut on its victim and the fish is 
powerless to escape because the rows 
of teeth in the upper jaw point back- 
wards. The fish is quickly swallowed 
head first. 


BABY KANGAROOS 
Asin the marsupials, the kangaroo 
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was discovered. It is considered the 
missing link between birds and 
reptiles. The skeleton resembled that 
of a small gliding reptile. There are 










The pike’s jaws clamp 
shut on its victim and 
the fish is powerless 





clear imprints of its features. 
Archaeopteryx was not a strong 
flier but its long tail was rimmed with 
feathers that helped iti flying. It was 
more a warm - blooded animal'and 
therefore would have been more active 
+ than reptiles. As bird skeletons are 


IN THE WILD 
light they are rarely preserved as 
fossils. 

The early birds lived in forests. 
‘When they died their bodies may have 
fallen to the ground and been 
destroyed by other animals. It is only 
when the birds became strong fliers 
that they left behind any evidence of 
themselves. 


BLOOD SQUIRTING LIZARD 
Nobody knows quite how or why 
the Horned Toad (a kind of lizard) 
‘squirts blood from its eyes. The lizard 
is able to increase the blood pressure 
in its head, rupture the membranes of 
tiny blood vessels in its eyes, and 
‘squirt blood drops for several inches. 
This action is usually defensive. When 
‘squirted into the eyes of an attacker 
the blood of the Horned Toad acts as 
an irritant. 
S. Harika, Std. IX A, 
KVBCPP, Korba. 
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Iam goingto 
play football. ff 


If you learnt the rules of the 
gume, then you will never have 
to fight. Come, let me teach you taught you, 


the rules. ‘ Abide by the 
rules of the 
game. Do you 
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THE REFEREE 


"The game requires a 
refree. A refree will 
prevent arguments 

during the game. Let’s 

start again, 





Big dealt 










Out of the field. Such a 
cannot be allowed_/) ‘who wl 
t 


hrow you / 
¢ out ofthe |= 


ld. 
aed 










was 


Penalty! Hey mister, How dare x 
now 


or you send my son out of 
That's the the field? What do you 
— ‘know about football? | 








ORESS ‘That was no ‘penalty’, 
that’s him! = You were wrong there. 


a" te he = 
\ 








fe. Know all! You 
don’t know the 
difference between 
‘cricket stump and 
4 goal post. Wh 
can’t you leave the 
boys alone? 





















Hall an our hater 
Fought again? 
Where's your father? 
I sent him to mediate, 
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chital herd was grazing in a 
plain in a forest one summer 
afternoon. A jeep appeared 


on the horizon and started to move 

across the plain towards the herd. 
The chital stopped grazing and 

looked intently at this noisy intruder. 


They were familiar with this strange 
creature and knew it to be harmless 
forall the noise it made. The forest 
rangers used the 
contraption to 
patrol the forest 


to keep away poachers and timber 
cutters. 

So the herd did not run away, 
though it kept an eye on the jeep. 
This proved to be a costly mistake. 
The jeep contained not forest 
rangers, but a pair of youths from the 
nearby city who had illegally 
entered the protected area to hunt 
deer. 





The man at the wheel wore a 
yellow T-shirt and faded jeans. He 
had on his head a straw hat held in 
place by an elastic band stretched 
under his chin. Black sun glasses 
shaded his eyes from the brightness 
of the afternoon. He held a cigarette 
in his left hand from which he puffed 
at regular intervals, 

The other man was in proper 
hunting gear. He wore a khakhi shirt 
and trousers which were narrow 
below the knees and iluffy above 





them. He sported a hairline 


moustache. A pair of binoculars 
hung around his neck. A sola topee 
adorned his head and his legs were 
encased in knee-high riding boots. 
A high calibre rifle was strapped 
across his shoulders. 

“Stop the vehicle, Bunty”, said 
Chunky, the man in hunting gear, 
“and switch off the engine.” 
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Asthe engine sputtered toa stop, 
bunty stepped out of the jeep and 
moved a little away into the shade 
of a tree, Chunky, meanwhile, 
closely observed the herd through 
his binoculars. The herd, not 
alarmed now that the jeep was silent, 
resumed grazing. A young stag with 
its antlers in its prime was grazing 


alone. Chunky trained his glasses 
on this animal. 

“Hml A fine specimen. Will do”, 
he muttered to himself. He put away 
the glasses, unslung the rifle from his, 
shoulder and began to stalk the deer. 

The stag, unaware of the danger, 
grazed placidly, lifting its head now 
and then to watch the man 


approaching it. 

Chunky decided that he was near 
enough and sunk down to the 
ground. The grass came up to his 
shoulders and he was no longer 
visible to the stag. He took his time. 
He aimed carefully and when the 
stag moved a step or two nearer, he 
squeezed the trigger. 





‘The report of the rifle echoed in 
the stillness of the forest. The stag 
did not, however, die. The bullet 
just grazed its shoulders, giving it a 
nasty, superficial wound. It let out a 
bark of pain and bounded away, 
followed by the rest of the herd. 

“Curse my luck", muttured 
Chunky in anger. “Bunty, onto the 
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jeep, we give chase.” 

The two ran to the vehicle. 
Within moments the jeep shot out 
in a cloud of dust after the racing 
deer. The herd which had a head 
start was a mere speck in the 
horizon, The jeep bumped and. 
heaved over the uneven ground and 
its inmates had a hard time holding 
onto their seats. 

The two poachers were out of 
luck that day. The sound of the rifle 
had alerted the rangers who 
immediately came out in their 
powerful jeep to investigate. They 
saw the cloud of dust from far and 
headed that way. Soon they saw the 
jeep of the culprits through their 
powerful field glasses and sped 
towards it 

It was Bunty who saw the patrol 
jeep first, “The rangers are upon ust" 





he screamed. 

Chunky saw them too. “Turn 
away, turn away, we mustn't be 
caught", he shouted, putting away 
his rifle. 

“Curse my luck,” muttered 

chunky in anger. 


Bunty swung the jeep through a 
Usturn, Chunky almost fell out of the 
jeepasitturned. He cursed and held 
on. Bunty accelerated madly and 
tried to race away to safety, 

The patrol jeep was almost upon 
them 

“Faster, faster”, cried Chunky 
anxiously. 

Bunty stepped on the accelerator 
further. The jeep careered 
dangerously on the uneven surface. 
In his haste Bunty did not notice a 
large boulder lying on the path of 








SOME ‘NO’S 


Saudi Arabia has no rivers. 
‘Afghanistan has no railway station. 
Albania has no religion. 


‘The north pole has no landmass. 
Milk contains no iron, 
Africa has no tigers. 
‘The elephant's trunk has no bones. 
Koala bear never drinks water, 
AA fish has no eyelash 
A butterfly has no mouth, 
Crocodiles don’t have tongues. 
‘Snakes don’t have ears, 
AA firefly has no stomach, 
A frog doesn’t have a neck. 
Rhinos do not fight with theirhorns. 
Beetle wasp isn't poisonous. 
D. Yuvakrishna, Std. XI, 
St. Gabriels HSS, Chennai 
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their jeep. It was anyway hidden by 
the grass. 

The wheel hit the boulder and 
the jeep leaped into the air and 
turned on its back. Its wheels spun 
madly in the air. Chunky and Bunty 
were flung to the ground. 

It was there that the patrol found 


for poaching in the reserved forest. 

The herd meanwhile had moved 
deep into the forest. Its faith in the 
strange two-legged creatures and 
their noisy machine was shattered 
for good 

The wounded stag limped upto 
the herd. tt had been left behind by 














them. Bunty had broken his leit 
thigh, while Chunky’s right arm hung, 
limp. He had cushioned his fall on 
this hand and it had broken into 
several pieces. Their jeep too was 
broken beyond repair. 

The patrol gathered the injured 
‘men and took them into custody. A 
long legal proceeding awaited them 


its fleeing companions. It stood 
amidst the herd and gasped in agony, 
Blood oozed from its wounded 
shoulder. It imped to a nearby pool 
and stood in the cool water upto its 
shoulders trying to lessen the pain 
and forget the shock, 





L. Balasubramanian, 
Velayudhan Features. 
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Thank you alt 
foryour enthusi- 

astic participa- 

tion in the con- 

test announced 

in July 2000. It 

was very dificult 

to choose the 
winners of the 
contest. There- 

fore, apart from 
theusuall, land 
Iilprizes we also decided to award two consolation 
prizes in both categories. 

‘Some 13 year olds participated in both the stogan 
‘and the short story sections. Coining a slogan requies 
much thought but writing @ short story requires more 
fffor. Hence all the 13 year olds who had sent in stories 
along with slogans were considered as participants inthe short 
Story section of the competion 

“The winners of the ‘coin a slogan’ contest are - 

| Prize : Dhruti Nadgir, Sid. Vill A, KV, Kudremukh 

IuPrize :P. Abinaya, St. Vl Sri Aklandeshwar Vidhyalaya, Trichy 
Prize :K, Mrdula, Std. VIIB, St. Joseph's MHSS, Hosur 
Consolation prizes : 

1). Dayabaran, Std. Vil, Alpha MHS, Chennai 

2)B, Poorima, Std. VIB, N. Delhi 

Dear Poomnima, please send in the name of your school. 

in this issue we publish the prize - winning slogans and the 
story that won the second consolation prize. The other prize-winning 
stories will be published inthe coming issues. 

Winners of the shor story contest are 

I Prize : GRANOPA'S GARDEN, PR. Arun, Sid. XI, Chirst Nagar 
School, Trivandrum 

IiPrize : GREEN BIRTHDAY, K. Sudarshna, Std. Vill, Chennai 
Dear Sudarshna, pl. send in ine name of your school. 

Prize : SAVE TREES, R. Karthyayani, age 13, Thirumangalam, 
Madurai dist. 

Dear Karthyayani, pl. send in the name of your schoo! 
‘Consolation prizes : 1) THE HAND THAT SAVES, B. Annette 
Nithya, Std. VIIA, DAV BHEL School, Ranipet 

2) ATREE, G. Priya, age 15, Secunderabad 

Dear Priya, pl. sendin the name of your schoo. 





PRIZE MONEY 

‘Slogan contest 

IPrize:As.75/- Prize: As.60- _—lil Prize: Rs.40/- 
Consolation prizes : Fis. 25/-each 

Short story contest 

[Prize : Rs.250/- I Prize: Ris.200/- Prize : Rs.150/- 


‘Consolation prizes : Rs.100 each 
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PRIZE-WINNING SLOGANS. 
|. Care a tree 
To get oxygen tee 
Dhruti Nadgir, Kudremukh 
1, doin hands to save tees, they wil 
Join branches to shelter us, 
P.Abinaya, Trichy. 
Il you bave me | wil save you, Save 
trees, save Inia 
K.Mridula Hosur 

‘Consolation Prizes 
‘Trees are the lives of people, Handle 
thom with cae. 
G.Dayaberan, Chennai. 
Conserve nature's child fora green, 
clean and potion - fee word fr uture 
generations. 
B. Poornima,N. Delhi. 

‘Trees help to preserve wil 





A TREE 


This entry won the second 


consolation prize, 

It was 2100 A.D, A boy of 10 
years was sitting on a chair and 
gazing at the photograph of his 


4) grandmother ina garden, Just then 


his mother entered the room. He 
tured to his mother, “Mummy, 
what is that huge thing standing 
near grandma? Is it some sort of a 
machine or a robot?” 

“Oh no, my dear,” his mother 
laughed, “It’s a tree.” 

“A tree!" he exclaimed. “I 
remember granny telling me stories 


about her childhood and how she 
played about near trees. They are 
sso beautiful, Why don’t we have 
them now?” he asked, 


“Yes dear,” said his mother 
admiring the beautiful tree. “They 
are beautiful, Very beautiful 
indeed. I saw a few in the town 
museum last year. We shall go to 
the museum next week and you can 


see them, We people are 

so cruel that we cut them, 

ruthlessly. Now, we are suffering the 
consequences.” 

The boy gazed at the tree in the 
picture. “Oh my! I almost forgot. Will 
you please take these oxygen cylinders 
‘and have them refilled? We shall need 





I saw a few in the town 
museum last year. We shall go 
to the museum next week. 





them very soon,” said mother. 
“But mummy,” the boy, as he picked 

up the empty cylinders asked, "Can't 

any of our machines make trees?" 


No," said his mother. “Unfort 
nately, people were not successful in 
inventing a machine that could produce 
tree. It is one of the most natural and 
divine things that only God can create, 


























Even 
can be so selfish that even now ifa tree 
is created he shall cut it down for his 
need 
So saying, his mother went into the 
other room and switched on an 
electronic gadget which produced a lot 
of noise. The boy disliked the n 
He took the cylinders and left the 
house. Atleast for a few minutes he 
would not hear the noise, He wanted 
to see a tree, What a pity he could not 

enjoy ni 
G. Priya, age 15, Secunderabad 
Dear Priya, pl. send in the name 
of your school. 


has given up because man 




















are 


Priya wins. 
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Teacher 
How many four 
year olds does 
ittake tohavea 
birthday party? 
Student 
Five. One to 
blow out the 
candles, three 
to spill the ice cream on the rug and 
one to break the 


JOKES Naa 
CORNER 


Father: Let me 
see your report 
card 

Daughter : My 

Student : I'm very tired. | wasup friend just borrowed it. He wants to 
till midnight doing my homework. scare his father. 


Child : Mummy, do you 
know how much toothpaste 
there is it lube? 

Mother : No. 

Child : Well, I do. It 
stretches from the bathroom to 
the sot 

















Teacher : What time did you 
begin? 
Student : Eleven fifty five ae 


age 16, Kattoor, 
‘Mettupalayam 





PART IV 
‘omeone shook Nitin awake. “Hey 
boy get up will you? The inspector 
will be here any moment.” Nitin 

‘wokeup with a jerk and almost fell off 
the narrow wooden bench. He sat up 
‘grogally. It was morning, The non-stop 
honking of vehicles caught his 
attention. Beyond the window Nitin 
watched the never-ending row of 
buses, cars, jeeps and cycles as they 
made their way round the huge black- 
stone statue of a man on a horse. 

He then remembered that he was 
In a police station. He looked around 
at the lock-up. The dingy, stinking lock- 
‘up was still in darkness. He couldn't see 
anyone. 

“Your boss is still snoring”. the 
constable who was now seated on 
the edge of the desk said by way 
ofexplanation. Nitin wanted to say 
that Harinder Singh was not his boss. 
He wanted to brush his teeth and wash 
his face. That would make him feel 
better. 

Nitin watched the traffic hold-up 
outside. It struck him that he was now 


He was now alone in the 
world. What would 
happen next? 


‘Alone In the world, What If the police 
asked him to leave the police station? 
Where was he? How would he return 
home? What would happen next? 

As if reading his thoughts the 
constable said, “want some tea?” Nitin 
nodded, 

‘The constable yelled over his 
shoulder. "Get a cup of tea will you?” 
Nitin yawned. He desperately needed 
fa glass of water. The constable lost 
Interest in Nitin as suddenly as it had 
appeared! His eyes were on the large 
notebook before him. 


THE 





Nicin tet his eyes wander around 
the room. The row of rifles with 
bayonets fascinated him. He recalled 
his father's promise that he would get 
him a toy pistol for Diwall when he 
turned nine. That was stil (wo years 
away, “What do you use rifles for?” he 
tasked the constable. 

Just then a wiry young man in a 
shabby shirt and lung! arrived. He 
placed a glass of tea on the constable's 
fable and left without a glance at Nitin 
‘The constable did not even look up. 
Nitin looked longingly at the glass. 
“Drink i up,” the constable ordered. 

‘Nitin jumped from 
the bench fo do the 
constable’s bidding. 
Slowly, the station 


policemen, 
dressed in 

shirts while others wore khak! shirts, 
Their boots gleamed with polish. Some 
the yard outside. Their boots squeaked 
as they walked past him. 


began filling | 
starched and WH 0 
ironed khakhi 
‘of them looked over Nitin and turned 
away. 

In the yard the policemen stood in 
rows of three. He counted the heads. 


up with 
trousers. Some of them wore white 

The policemen walked single file into 
There were twelve of them, They 
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aluted the 
inspector and then 
returned to the 
police room. The 
Inspectorinstructed 
the policemen, 
After a brief 
discussion among 
themselves the 
policemen left the 
police station, The 
room was again 
empty except for 
the — policeman 
behind the desk. 

Nitin wondered 
when he would be 
allowed to see 
Hatinder Singh. He 
wanted to cry his 
heart out, He 
wanted (0 see his 
parents. If only he 
could go home. He 
‘would apologise to 
them, He would 
never run away 
again 











aN away 


A\ cep drew up in front of the 
station, An inspector ambled up the 
steps and entered the room. The 
policeman behind the desk stood up 
and saluted him. Nitin sat erect fear 
‘gripping him, “Three nought four. get 
the driver" the Inspector said as he 
seated himself in the chair vacated by 
the policeman behind the desk. It 
amused Nitin thatthe inspector referred 
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tohim by anumber. Why was the man 
named three-nought-four? 

The policeman picked up a bunch of 
keys from the drawer in his desk and 
‘moved to the lock-up. Nitin felt his heart 
thud in his ribs. He walted with bated. 
breath, 

“Harinder Singh, saab’s calling you", 
three-nought-four peered Into the 
dingy lock-up. 

Harinder Singh was before the 
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inspector immediately. “Salaam sit. 
have done no wrong sir,” he said all in 
‘one breath, 

“1 know, I know. We checked the 
consignment. Now get going and take 
your boy too. We're sorry we had to 
detain you. It was just a routine check- 
up. What with bomb blasts, insurgents 
and what not...” the inspector nodded 
at the large sheaf of papers he held in 
his hand. 





He prayed silently that 
Harinder Singh should 
allow him to go home. 





Nitin and Harinder Singh were on 
the street. The sun was right above 
their head. Harinder Singh bumped into 
a friend. “The boss has been informed. 
He has sent me to pick up the 
consignment. Here, he asked you to 
take this and take a week off. Return 
next week and report for duty.” The 
‘man handed a few rupees. 


The men and Nitin had a 


sumptuous meal. It was Nitin’s first 
meal in a week. Nitin was exhausted. 
He still had a request to make of 
Harinder Singh. After Harinder had bid 
goodbye to his friend, Nitin asked, “Can 
you put me on a train to my town?” 

Harinder Singh looked at him 
thoughtfully. “Had enough of running, 
away?” He seemed amused and 
surprised. “Do you really want to go 
home?” 

"Yes". Nitin was worried. He prayed 
silently that Harinder Singh should 
allow him to go home. He was 
desperate. 

Late in the afternoon, Nitin and 
Harinder Singh boarded the train that 
would take them to Nitin’s town, 

“Don't you think | must explain to 
your parents that you were safe with 
me?” Harinder Singh countered when 
Nitin asked, “Why should you come 
‘with me to my house? I can make my 
way home.” 

“After all, you have been with me 
fora week.” Harinder Singh’s words put 
{an end to Nitin’s protests. 

He was not sure 











he understood 
Hardiner Singh. He 
couldn't enjoy the 
passing scenery. 
The — incessant 
chatter of the 
people who sat 
next to him kept 
him awake until 
tiredness and the 
motion of the train 
lulled him to sleep. 
‘Once when he 
woke up, Nitin 
learnt they were 
still hours away 
from his town, 








Next issue... 


Mystery 
of the 


Ivory 


A neu Sevat 
By 


SUKHENDU-DUTTA 


Ashis town drew near, he pressed 
his face to the window. waiting for the 
first glimpse of the station. When the 
train pulled into the station it was close 
to midnight. Nitin couldn't stop 
chattering. “I'll tke you to my school 
‘tomorrow. This way. My house Is down 
the third lane from the main road next 
to the temple.” 

He was so happy. At last he was 
home. As they neared the lane in which 
he lived, Nitin fell silent, “That's my. 
house,” he said pointing to.a row of 
buildings that were very similar to one 
another. 

“Which one?” Harinder singh looked 
at the houses, 

“The one in which the light is on." 

They strode up to the house. 
Harinder Singh pressed the door bell. 





It was awhile before someone from 
Inside said, "Who is it?” 

Harinder Singh looked inquiringly at 
Nitin, 

‘My father.” 
“Okay. Say it's you.” 

“it’s me papa,” Nitin raised his voice 
so that his father would hear him. 

“Nitin?” he heard his mother say 
incredulously. 

The door flew open and Nitin stood 
bathed in the light from the room. 

His breath caught in his throat. His 
mother knelt clase to the door. He ran 
into his mother’s outstretched arms. 

“Ma... Lam sorry. k.” mother too 
‘was sobbing, Nitin puthis arms around 
mother's neck. He heard father say to 
Harinder Singh "You had better come 
in... I's very cold out there...” 

The end 
R, Sujatha 
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ountless female 
Olive Ridley sea 
turtles visit the 


Gahirmatha beach on 
Orissa’s coast, every year. 
‘They come from places as 
far off as Costa Rica, 
Seychelles, and the Great 
Barrier Reef in Australia, 
‘The sea turtles may be the 
only marine reptile to come 
ashore to lay eggs 

This unique 
phenomenon is termed as 
‘Arribida’ (Spanish for 
arrival). These turtles arrive 
at dusk and leave before 
sunrise after laying eggs. In 
the process they face a trail 
of horror and tragedy. 

‘The egg-laden female 
comes ashore at midnight 
during the spring and 
summer months, She sighs 
painfully during the 
tiresome exercise of 
dragging her heavy weight 
up during the high tide. She 
selects a sunny place and 
digs a hole to deposit the 
pingpong-ball sized eges 
twoata time in clutches. A 
clutch may contain 100 to 
200 eggs and the whole 
process of laying is over in 
a few hours. 

‘The female may lay upto 
10 or more clutches in a 
year, The egg-laying female 


In the wild —|_ 
takes no notice of her surroundings and | “= 


goes on laying eggs like a machine set |“ 
in motion. The presence of human |/™ 
beings or any other animal or even a 
blow on the shell of the turtle will not 
disturb its activity, Some people living 
on the coasts take advantage of this and 
often sit at the nesting site. They catch 
the eggs as they are expelled. 

However, the innocent female turtle 
fills the nest hole with sand as carefully 
as though it contained all the eges and 
returns to the sea, leaving the eggs 
unguarded. 













‘Only about one in 
every thousand eggs will 
become an adult sea 
turtle. 





White eggs incubate buried in the 
beach sand, they are easy prey for 


ORISSA’S 


predators. Heavy waves of cyclonic storms may 
wash away the nests before the eggs have become 
baby turtles. Thus the period of incubation, which 
is about seven to ten weeks or so is a saga of terror 
and tragedy for the emerging young turtles. They 
are also called *hatchlings’. 

When hatchlings emerge, they scratch theit way 
to the surface and head instinctively towards the 
sea. En-route they may be attacked by sea birds, 
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crabs, lizards, dogs and of course man. 

After such a toll, the fraction of 
hatchlings that make it to the sea, often 
fall prey to fishes lurking in shallow 
waters. Unfortunately, the shell which. 
is the most effective armour for the 
adult does not develope early enough 


to protect the hatchlings. 





Pethaps their potential for survival 





would have been quite different if 
turtles too, like sea snakes, delivered 
live young. In the end only about one 
in every thousand eggs will become an 
adult sea turtle 
It is a matter of great pride that 
Gahiramatha is one of the four largest 
rookeries (nesting sites) in the world 
for Ridley sea turtles. 
TSN. Murthy, Chenn: 
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EXPERIENCE 


NOCTURNAL VISITORS 


On a visit to Top Stip recently, we 
decided to go on a night safari, We came 
across pais of gleaming eyes. They were 
bisons. My heart skipped a beat as | 
watched the herd walk by. 

At one point our car broke down. This 
time | was really nervous. | imagined 
terrible things happening to me in the 
forest, Then the car purred to life and we 







reached our cottage safely. 

‘Around midnight we saw an elephant 
herd grazing in front of our cottage. Two 
calves, a tusker and three cows formed 
the herd. The herd of wild elephants 





The policeman gave us a 
chase. When he caught up 
with us, | became nervous. 

Stayed for over an hour and then left. 1 
was a feast for our eyes. 

A. Senbaga Poonguzhali, Std. VIIA, 

St., Francis AIGHS, Coimbatore. 


A FAVOURITE COUSIN 


Even as the bell rang, | leaped trom 
my seat. | was expecting a visitor and 






k\ en! 

“A 
ise 
say ans 
‘wished to be home 
to receive him. | 
raced home in my 
bicycle, Luckily for 
me, Rajesh, my 
cousin hadn't 
arrived yet. | threw my bag on the table 
and the door bell went off. “Raju bhalya,” 

| shouted as | opened the door. 

Later my cousin and | decided to visit 
‘our friends, Raju and | set off on dad's 
‘segoter. After a long chat with friends we 
> _realised that we were late for dinner. 
BBS Raju drove home as i 

jossessed, We ignored a traffic 

Policeman's signal to stop. The 
policeman gave us the whistle, When 

‘he caught up with us, | became nervous, 
| lowered my dupatta so that the 
policeman wouldn't be able to read the 
‘scooter's registration number. After a 
‘stern warning the policeman let us off. 

‘When we reached home, my parents 
‘gave usa piece of their mind. Yet, we were~ 
none the better for it. For, we know we 
‘would not reform for a long time. 

Aruna, Std. IX B, St. Ann's Girls 
HS, Mangalore. 


PEEPING TOM 


We were at grandfather's house. 
Since grandpa doesn't like noise, we 
moved to a room on the first floor and 
‘shut the door. We were playing when | 
noticed something peep from the earthen. 
pot placed ina corner. 

I thought it was a snake and screamed, 
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rushed out of the room followed by my 
cousin. | told grandpa that there was a 
snake in the pot. 
Grandpa accompanied me to the 
room, He saw the head and laughed. 
It was a hen which was about to lay 
eggs. Grandpa had provided it a 
nest in the pot. The hen had 
raised its head when itheard the 
noise we made, 
Sweta Ulhas Nagekar, 
Std. VII, Mary Immaculate 
HS, Panjim. 


MY NAUGHTY 
BROTHER 


We-were on a trip to Bangalore. In 
the hotel room, even as my parents were 








arranging the luggage, my brother was 
playing with the switches on the wall. He 
switched on the lights and the fans, Just 
when mother was heaving a sigh of relief, 
the door was flung open and a hotel 
‘employee stood on the threshold 

My mother stared at him 
‘until the employee said, 
“Madam did you want 
something?" 

Mother — looked 
around gathering her 
wits about her. Then she 







said, “Ves, we need a dust bin please.” 
The employee left to get a dust bin. 

It was then mother realised that 
brother had been playing with the 








‘switches on the wall. Brother thanked her 

presence of mind. 
S. Mekala, Std. X A, St. Mary's 
GHSS, Chennai. 


BOMB SCARE 


Iwas a few minutes before our exam, 
Al of us were busy revising the portions 
when an announcement came over the 
speaker, All students of the school were 
asked by the principal to assemble in the 
playground, Each of us had our own theories 
regarding the sudden assembly hour. 

“A faw minutes later, a dozen policemen 
and sniffer dogs were searching each class, 
‘ter over an hour anda half we were asked 
to return to our classes, The principal had 

receivedacallthata bomb had 

been placed in one of 
the classrooms, 

Our parents were 

asked to take us back 

home. The exam was 

postponed toanother day. 


M, Sowmya, Std. IXB, 
Balalok, Chennai. 


HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE 





the theme park in Mettupalayam 
near Ooty. 

Our parents agreed. In order to make 
the trip more interesting my parents 
roped in my cousins. “We went to the 
‘theme park by van. 

The children formed a group while 
the adults formed another group. Just 
when we thought we were exhausted 
enough to take a break we found one of 
my cousins was missing. Without 


Ihe summer holidays had begun. 
My friends and | decided to visit 
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bringing it to the 
notice of the adults, 
we divided 
ourselves into 
groups and 
searched for 
him. Soon, it 
became 
apparent that 
(he was lost. 
We finally 
told the adults 
who scolded us 
for not 
informing them. 
Some of them 
feared that the boy 
had probably fallen 
into water and 
drowned. Mother 
S was in tears now. 
2, A few of us 
volunteered to escort 
hertothe van. The others were still 
searching for my lost cousin. By nowa 
few of the theme park guides too had 
































The boy had probably 
fallen into water and 
drowned 


joined the search party 

When | opened the door of the van, 
to help my mother get in, | found my 
cousin snoring on the seat. Our joy knew 
no bound. 








S. Rini Dominica, age 13, 
St. Joseph's MS, Nagercoil. 
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randma shut the lid of 
the huge iron box. We 
sighed. | Grandma 


smiled. “Are you satisfied? Don't 
touch the box when I am not 
around. Now go out and play.” 

Vivek and Vinay were my 
cousins. Nirupama was my 
sister. Our curiosity whetted, we 
raced to the garden. 

“Do you really think that the 
pen patti showed us has magical 
powers?” | whispered into 
Vivek’s ear. 

“Idon't think so. It looked like 
any other ordinary pen,” 
Nirupama, who overheard me, 
declared. 

We had to agree. The black 
pen with the golden cap did not 


THE MAGIC 


EN 







look extraordinary. The 
nib was short 
and stout. 
“1 don’t 
know but my 
mother used to 
say that her great 
grandfather, 
‘grandfather and her 
father used it to write 


important matters. It brought 
them luck too.” 

“Did mother also use the 
pen?” asked Vinay doubtfully. 
He was sure grandfather would 
not have given it to mother, She 
was careless and forgetful, father 
always complained. 

“Mother said she had written 
her final exams in college with 
this pen and had passed out with 
distinction,” replied Vivek. 

We were impressed. Of the 
two sisters my mother was 
considered more 
intelligent. 
Vivek’s mother 
loved to spend 
time with her 
riends. Just 













then, another cousin joined us. 
We told him about grandma's 
box. 
“Did patti_actually show you 
Arun was determined. 
“If she won't give me 
then I'll have to take it.” 





the things in the box?” Arun was 
incredulous. 

randma cherished the 
contents in the iron box that 
occupied a corner by the 
window in the puja room. She 
would rather not open the box 
when we were around. 
Naturally, we were curious. What 
treasure did the box hold? She 
always kept it under lock and 
key. The key was attached to a 





Jong chain and tucked at her 
waist. 

We pestered her relentlessly 
and finally she gave in half- 
heartedly. It contained a few 
photographs of her, her 
grandparents, parents and he: 
husband, He had died twenty 
years ago. In one corner lay her 
wedding saree packed in layers 
of paper. She replaced 
everything carefully and then 
held up the magic pen. 

“Are you sure about the pen? 
Arun queried. 

“Very sure,” said Vinay. 

“Then [have to have the pen.” 
Arun was determined. “If she 
won't give me then I will have to 
take it without her knowledge.” 
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We were shocked. Arun was 
naughty, boisterous and 
disobeyed all rules laid out for 
us. 

“Please don’t do that. She will 
be deeply hurt,” said Nirupama. 

“Why do you need it so 
badly?” Vivek demanded. 

“My exams are due in two 
weeks. If | write with that pen, 
Til surely pass this time.” Arun 
rarely studied and had failed in 
his tenth standard exams last 
year, He wanted to pass this year. 

We wished we hadn't let him 
in on our secret. 


The next morning, as was 
usual, grandma hung the key 
and the chain on a nail and went 
for her bath. Arun chose this 
moment. He had informed us 
of his intention. We were 
helpless because he was a bully. 
He waved us good-bye and 
walked away with the pen in his 
pocket. We looked at each other 
in dismay. 

Two months passed. All of 
us awaited Arun’s results, Arun’s 
parents prayed fervently. 

‘One day, Arun entered with a 
huge box of ladoos. He had 
cleared the exams. 

Father said, “I don’t believe 
it, Arun has secured first class 
in all subjects. Even his class 
teacher was surprised by his 
marks.” 

We hugged Arun in joy. Patti 
beckoned Arun. “I knew you 
would get good marks, child,” 








she said. “He wrote the exams 
with the magic pen.” 

Arun was shocked. 

“The truth is, that is not the 
magical pen.” 

Ail of us were startled. 

“How did you know that Arun 
was planning to take it?” 

“Loverheard him. Am | a foo! 
to be so careless with a 
possession of grandpa? | 
replaced that pen with a similar 
pen. Only an observant eye can 
spot the difference,” she replied 
triumphantly. 

The astonishment in Arun's 
face made us all roll with 
laughter. 

“Great patti! You taught him a 
lesson,” said Nirupana. 

“Luck will be on your side, if 
you work hard. Don’t try short 
cuts,” advised grandma, 

“The pen has proved lucky for 
me. It boosted my confidence,” 
Arun said enthusiastically. 

“Keep it safe,” patti said, “you 
will need it for your next board 
exams.” Arun nodded happily. 

S. Charulatha, Chennai. 


Which is 
heavier - a cup 
of powdered 
sugar or & cup 
of sugar 


cubes? 
MAK. Suganya, 
age 11, SLES. 
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Pick the correct 
\ ‘answer from the choices (a d) 
‘given below - 
1. The second day of Diwali marks the end ofthe 
legendary tyrant _ 
a. Marich b. Narkasura c. Ravana d.Kumbhakarna 
2. The Hindu month in wich Diwali is celebrated is called 


a. Ashwin b, Shravan c. Kartik d. Bhadrapada 
‘3. The word Diwali is derived from the word Deepavali, which means 


Cluster of lights b. Cluster of lamps c. Celebration d. Flickering of 
ight 

4. The third day of Divall is devoted to the worship of Lakshmi, the 

‘oddess of —__ 

‘2. Lamps b. Education and learning ¢. Food and foodgrains 4, 

Wealth and prosperity. 
'5. Abrother would never be JA thrown into the nether 
‘world it he followed this. f \ custom celebrated on 


the fth day of Divall. 
. Govardhana Pooja b.Roop- 
Chaturdashi . Bhaiya-Doo} 
4 Deepavali. 


JUBEL D'CRUZ, 
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{ sramsuy 











SNIPPETS 

CLOCK WITH A MISSION 

A carriage clock bearing the 
signature of princess Diana was 
sold for £ 14,000. At a special 
auction the clock fetched the sum 
which was given away as AIDS 
charity. 
YOUNGEST FOOTBALLER 

In Nov. 1997, a six-year old girl. Sahelt 
Sarkar of Calcutta registered her name 
for the Indian Football Association's 
league match. She is believed to be the 
youngest girl ever to play football. 
PRICY CAR 

‘The Swiss Historical Foundation 
paid $105,000 at an auction for a car! 
‘The car was once owned by Britain's prime 
minister, Winston Churchill. Mr. Churchill 
purchased the car in 1938 and used it 
regularly to travel to his country home 
at Kent from London. He sold the car, 
a small black Austin Saloon, in 1950. 
ROOMY PALACE 

There are about 600 rooms in 
Buckingham palace in London. That 
includes 240 bedrooms, 92 offices and 78 
toilets and bathrooms. A portion of the 
palace is used as a workplace and 
museum. The rest is used by Queen 
Elizabeth II and her family. 
UNPOPULAR DOLL 

A Swedish toy company once sold a 


DIAPERS FOR BIRDS 
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doll named Miserable Margrit. It could 
wet its diapers, cry, spit, flail its arms 
and legs. The doll’s face was set in a 
permanent frown. Ifa ring in her back 
was pulled she cried, ‘shut up’, ‘get 
lost’, ‘I hate you’, ‘I'm telling mom,’ 
etc. She never became as popular 
as Barbie! 
TABLE WITH A DIFFERENCE! 
The royal banquet table in 
Buckingham palace is very large. To 
keep it clean, a person has to tie 
dusters to his feet and slide across 
the table to polish it. 
DIAPERS FOR BIRDS 
Awoman Bertha Dlugi wanted her 
pet bird to fly around the house 
without messing it up. So, she invented 
a bird diaper. 
“SHOE’ STORY 
Before 1818, there was no left shoe 
or a right shoe. Both shoes in a pair 
were identical and could be worn on 
either foot. They were not comfortable 
as modern shoes. 
GREAT BELL 

Japan's finest bell is in Todaiji 
temple. It is called ‘Nara Toro’ which 
means ‘the Biggest in Nara’. A fat, 
horizontal beam is used to ring the 
bell. 

Once a powerful warrior struck the 
bell with all his might. The bell 
continued to murmur for a week. To 
prevent a recurrence, the beam was 
lowered. Now when struck, the bell 
makes less noise. 

Suresh K. Anjum, Calcutta 
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NEWSBITS. 


New home for snakes? 

New Zealand may after all have 
snakes. For the second time in re- 
cent months, a venomous snake 
found its way into that country after 
taking refuge in a ship. The snake 
‘was found in a crate containing used 
car batteries being shipped from 
Australia 

Lanka podi 

Every year on Aug.29, a 
unique festival is celebrated in 
Sonepur, Orissa. Tiny clay im- 
ages of Hanuman are pur- 
chased by young boys. At night, 
they wrap the tail with cloth 
strips. The cloth is soaked with 
kerosene and then set on fire. 

Competitions are also held on 
this day. Young girls assemble mini- 
ature cooking vessels. Older girls 
arrange the vessels on an altar in 
front of their houses. They decorate 
the altar with flowers 

The festival is to commemorate 
the burning of Lanka by Hanuman 
At the end of the festivities the im- 
ages of Hanuman are taken to the 
temple of goddess Simala, They are 





broken early on the morning follow- 
ing the celebration of Lanka 
pod 











Fossil found 
Geologists from Kashmir Univer- 
sity have found a 50,000 - year - old 
fossil of an elephant near Srinagar. 
The skull of the elephant measures 
1.62 mts, It has a broken tusk which 
measures 0.838 mt. It could prob- 
ably be the largest fossil ever found 
in the world, 


‘The fossil ofthe 50,000 year old elephant 
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Reading an 
old copy of 
Gokulam? 


Yes. 1 
can always 
refer to them 


for pre 
pS wor 7) 









Subscription Form 


Please send 6/12 issues of Gokulam. 

Enclosed ismy DD/MO for Rs. 36/- for 6 issues/ Rs. 72/- for 12 issues. 
(Outstation cheques not accepted.) 

NAMI 


ADDRESS 





PIN COD 


You can use this form for yc 


self or for a gift subscription to your 
dear friend. 


‘One small actmonths of reading pleasure! 


Send your filled in forms along with a Demand Draft drawn in 
favour of ‘Gokulam’ to 


‘THE CIRCULATION MANAGER: 


GOKULAM (ngiish) 
47, JAWAHARLAL NEHRU ROAD, 
[ EKKADUTHANGAL, CHENNAI - 600 097. 
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nlike most 
Indian 
languages, 


English has only one 
word for the pronoun 
"you, In our 
languages, we have 
‘one word for a person 
who is older than us 
and another for a 
person who is 
younger, We show our 
respect by using the 
correct form. Native speakers of 
English, on the other hand, indicate 
politeness through the use of modals 


like "may", "could", "might*, etc. We 











will now take a look at what else they 
do to mind their p's and q's. 
P's and Q's? 











When someone tells you to mind 
your p's and q's, what does he/she 
mean? It means that the person 
wants you to be on your best 
behaviour. The person wants 

you to sound polite, well 
mannered. What do the "P* 

and’ *Q" stand for in the 


‘expression "p's and q's"? The “p” 
stands for "please" and the “q" 
‘stands for "thank you". 

When you say the word “thank 
you" very quickly, the word sounds 
USE YOUR NOODLE-6 





like the letter “q’, doesn't it? Here are 
‘a few examples of how to use the 
expression 

‘Whenever | am with my uncle, | 
mind my p's and q's. If |were you, | 
would mind my p's and q's when 
talking to him, In English, like in most 
other languages, one is expected to 
sound polite, The words "please" and 
“thank you" go a long way in helping 
you sound exactly that - polite! Now 
let's take a simple example of 
someone asking you a 
question 





If someone were to ask you, 
‘Would to like to have another cup of 
toffee?" you could answer the 
question in several different ways. 
‘fou could, for example say, "Oh 
sure", "Yeah, thanks", “Thanks a 
mmillion’, Thanks a lot’, “Thanks a 
bundle’, ete. All these replies would 
be acceptable in informal contexts, 
put in formal contexts they would not 





contexts. If you would like to sound 
polite in formal contexts, use the full 
form, “thank you". Be sure to use this 
especially with people who are 
relatively old; not many of them like 
the word “thanks”, 

‘So when somebody compliments 
youn something, don't say "thanks" 
but “thank you" - particularly in formal 
contexts, Yes, please; No thank you- 




















be considered to be the appropriate 
answer 

"Thanks" is considered by 

most people to be informal and 

some would go as far as to 

say that i is impolite or rude 

to use this word in formal 


these are two expressions used by 
native speakers of English to indicate 
politeness. For example, when 
somebody asks you, "Would you like 
to sit down?* do not say "yeah", 
sure’, or just a simple "Yes". You 
would be considered to be rude if you 
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were to answer the question in any 
of the ways indicated above. You will 
sound polite if you were to say, "Yes, 
please’. 


When you say "Yes, please", 
what you are actually saying is, "Yes, 
would lke to sit down, please’. Here 
are a few more examples of using 
fes, please’. Would you like to 
have some more paper? Yes, please! 

Would you like to take tomorrow 
off? Yes, please, 





Similarly, when you wish to turn 
down someone's request, then you 
have to say, "No, thank you", You 
would sound rather rude, if you were 





Use the word “would” 
if you want to sound 
extremely polite. 


to simply say, "No to the following 
questions : 

"Would you like to sit down here?" 
"No, thank you."Would you like to 
come to the book store with me?” 
"No, thank you.” 

You could probably get away with 
‘a 'No” if you were talking to a friend 
‘or someone whom you know fairly 
well. But such a person is likely to ask 
"Want to sit down here?", or “Want 
this seat?". 

Notice how the person asking the 
questions in the examples given 
above is being extremely polite by 
using the word 'would’. Itis important 





therefore that when you reply to this 
person that you too sound polite. 

"Yes, please" and "No, thank you" 
are ways of achieving this, and they 
are usually the answers to questions 
when you are offered something. 

Remember to use them when 
someone much older than you offers 
you something, 

INTERRUPTING 


Very often when two people aré 
talking, we are sometimes forced to 
interrupt them. For example, you go 
to the railway station and you find that 
the man at the enquiry counter is 
talking to his colleague. How do you 
get his attention? One way of doing 
this is to ask him, "When is the train 
from Bangalore expected?" It you 
were to do this, then you would be 
interrupting the man rather rudely. 

‘You are entering into conversation 
with a man without his permission, 
You need to first get his permissi 
to interrupt. This can be achioved if 
you use the expressions, "Excuse 
me’, "Sorry to interrupt’, “Very sorry 
to interrupt’, "Sorry to intrude’, etc, 

The most common expression 
used in our country is "Excuse me" 
This way you are apologising to the 
person for breaking into the 
conversation. You have to sound, 
polite whenever you speak to’ 
someone. 

You have learnt to sound polite 
when you use your mother tongue. 
Now learn to sound polite in English 
too. After all, you have nothing to lose 
by sounding polite 
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Games village 

The Games village that will 
house athletes and officials of 
the Summer Games in Australia 
was officially declared open on 
Sept .2. The village cost $ 590 
million, It is considered the fifth 
largest city in the state of New 
South Wales, Australia 










Australia’s oldest living Ol- 
ympian, Edie Payne, cut the 
blue ribbon and threw open the 
village, Edie Payne competed in 
the 1928 Amsterdam Games 
She is 98. 

The village is the first in the 
history of Olym- 
pics to house par- 
ticipants from 200 
countries. Ten 
thousand athletes 
and 5,000 officials 
are expected to 
occupy the vil- 
lage 
* The Olympic tame wae 


Itduring a secret run 
‘before the Games 


Indian team 7 

For the first time India is 
sending a large contingent of 
athletes. Twenty four athletes 
will participate in the Games, 
Tennis player Leander Paes, will 
carry the Indian flag at the 
opening ceremony. 

Indian athletes are hoping to 
better their performance and if 
possible, win a few medals 


a Sy 


“The flame was taken around Australia fr 
"100 daye belore being It on Spt. 15 


Johnson's sprint 
Quite a few records will be 
made. Yet here's a sprinter who 
g hasn't bettered his 
best performance, 
yet Michael 
Johnson ran four 
races in 2000. He 
could not achieve 
his best timing of 
43.18 seconds. He 
finished his last race 


* Leander 


before Olympics clocking 
44.48 seconds. Johnson is 
hoping to increase his 
speed and better the record 
he had set earlier. 














Swimming 
This year there may be sur- 


Si | 


* Syd, Mille and Olly - mascots 
e Games. 


prises in store for lovers of this 
water sport. A 33- year- old Ameri- 
‘can woman swimmer recently broke 
a 15 - year-old world record in the 
100 mt, butterfly stroke, A handful of 
women American swimmers expect 
to romp home with medals in this 
section, 


Olympic mascots 
The gest for the Games are 
Olly, Syd and Millie - a kukaburra, a 
platypus, and echidna, a spiny ant 
eater, all native to Australia. The mas- 
cots are already a fad among Olym- 
pic lovers. T-shirts, caps and stick- 





ah 


India’s flag bearer 


ers bearing the mascots adorn 
every sports goods shop. 

Everyone had initaly de- 

cided that the mascots 

would be a koala bear and 

akangaroo. Since kangaroo 

and the koala were well- 

known world over, it was de- 

cided to project lesser known 

animals. The platypus (Syd) is a 

my mammal which lays eggs but 

J] nurses its young. Ithas a duck’s 

beak, an otter's body and a tail 

| like the beaver. It has webbed 





The platypus (Olly) 
can swim and feeds 
‘on shellfish, frogs 
and worms. It digs 
\ burrows on 
GF riverbanks and 
lives in them, 
The echidna 
(Mille) isa spiny ant- 
eater, which also lays eggs. Its 
ong sticky tongue helps it to feed 
on ants and termites. 

The kukaburra is a water bird 
whose call resembles human 
laughter! The colourful bird is found 
in plenty both in the wild and close 
to human habitats. Syd is sup- 
posed to represent Sydney, the 
venue of Summer Games. Olly rep- 
resents Olympics and the sky and 
Millie represents the new millen- 
nium and earth, 


Senet 
ee 
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FIND THE MISSING 
LETTERS OF THE 
ALPHABET 


Does this picture remind you of % 
any provers ? hast g 


‘hoid oy) soyoqeo pig Ayes: sUY 





How many shapes 


__ identical to A can you _ agit Mee 
find below? e 
Passengers 


ne “ 
_ Sy we “nt 


e ony ei 
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‘An old man to his companion - My 
wife is so old that last year wehad to call 
the fire station to extinguish the candles 
‘on her birthday. 





Aromal Sivarajan, 


Bangalore, 
Us @ 
ng 





Visit ATHISAYAM THEME PARK ood trom" 
and discover your childhood dreams are neh 
come true in this paradise. 





